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Wiggle Seat’ Chairs
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BY JAMES X, BATTEN - |

Chicage Daily News Service

Washington -~ The “wiggle

" seat,” which must rank as one

‘of, {he most unusual and expen-
-sive chairs in the history of
-furnilure, is being developed un-
der the dircction of the. Central
Intelligence Agency. .

- This electronic device looks

‘like an ovdinary office chair,

But the unwary person who In-

‘nocently takes & seat and be-

qing 1o answer Guestions may
ihen be subjecled, without his
kiowledges, 1o b ie-deleeloe ex-
thinknilion, .
The project, In whicl hoih
“the CIA and the equally sensi-
"live Natlonal Securily Agency
“have shown intense interest, is
_officially secret. A CIA spokes-
_man, when asked about it, d
elined to comment. .
Pushing for Device

But several sources have con-

" firmed that ihe CIA, through

coniracts channeled to private
industry “through- the Defense

the polygraph machine and fae
‘wiggle seat’." :

CIA interest in such a device.
goes back at least five years,

put to work by the nation’s iite
telligence .agencles, -

- Phllce Product

But a number of private com-
panies, who hold research and
develepment  contracts  from
the Defense Department, are
known Lo he working on aspeels
of the prrablaon,

e Plilea-tlord Corp, has
just. put on the market a de-
vice called MediSereen which
comes close to fitting Lrvin's
definition of a “wiggle seat.”
The new -Phileo product, de-
veloped uader coniracts with
the Natlonal Aeronautics and
Space Administration (INASA)
and the Alr Force, looks Jike an
ordinary cushioned office chair
—with one exception, 'An instru-

Departiment, is pushing develop- ment box protrudes from ihe

ment of the device.
The matter squirmed into pub-

chair's back. ‘
And«the person being fested

‘lic view as the Senate was de-|must keep his hands in con-
bating Sen. Sam J. Ervin’s “hilljtact with metal platés on the
of rights” for government em-|arms of the chair, .

ployes, The bill, which. passed
‘the Senate 79 to 4, sharply Iim-\g5050, is offered by Philco fory.
its the use of lie-detector, or|a varicty of medical dlagnostic)|

This device, which cosis

polygraph, tests by government|tests that might be performed
agencies, . Including CIA .and|in a hospital, clinic or private

NSA,

Ervin, D-N.C., who s scorn-
ful of polygrapn tests and re-
~fers to them a 20th century
‘witcheraft,” told the Senate|mentions the lie-detector appli-

doctor's office. t
No Straps |
But a Phileo brochure, which

'that the CIA was developing “ajcation only in passing) does em-|l-
He-detecting machine by means|phasize: "“Nothing intrudes onj
1-of which a persoa can be tested|the serenity of the setting. The

- without his knowledge.”

patient does not see, much less

" In an exchange with Sen.|'wear, an clectrode {— straps
Ralph Yarborough, D.-Texas,|and wires ave prominent only by

“Ervin quipped, “If the senator|their absence.” |

" has any contact with the CIA,I' D. Scoit Hindley, Phileo’s di-
he had bettr be careful of|rcctor of market planning® in
where he sils. . > it grieves mo|Washinglon, confirmed that the
to think that tho sceurity of the|company is cxploring ways to

+ United Stales {3 in the hands|adapt the MedlSercen: device so

. of mon who. place their faith In|ihe unknowing subject of a poly-

graph test would think he was
sitting in an ordinevy;chair..
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according to reliable sources. |
1t could not be learned wheth- = -
er the “wiggle seat” has been | -
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| Auothee company  inlerestod
i whal  Sen, Iirvin called

Mich, "
Malcoliz  Ross,
president, said the company
thad developed a workable poly-
‘graph chair, - ¢
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ithe “wiggle seat” is Space/De-| .
{fense  Corp, of Bivmingham,|
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the firm's|”
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